EARLY   MEDIAEVAL   WARS
VI
In A.D. 481, when the famous Clovis became king
of the Salian Franks, the frontiers of his tribe had
been extended westward as far as the River Somme.
Between the Somme and the Loire a Roman frag-
ment, centred in Soissons, still remained; but since
there was at that date no longer an Emperor in the
West, and since the Roman official at Soissons
refused to recognise the authority of the Emperor
in Constantinople, the region was commonly called
the 'Kingdom of Syagrius.5 South of the Loire lay
the Visigoths, whose king, seated at Toulouse, now
held sway from the south bank of that river to the
Strait of Gibraltar. Eastward of the Visigoths the
Alemans held Alsace, as well as the old Agri
Decumates, and to the north of them (engaged in
constant conflicts with them) the Ripuarian Franks
occupied the valley of the Middle Rhine with
Cologne, Treves, Bonn, and Aix-la-Chapelle as
their chief cities. One important change, however,
had taken place during the fifth century. The
Burgundians were no longer on the Rhine at all.
In A.D. 451 their kingdom, centred at Worms,
had been obliterated by a sudden incursion of
Huns under the terrible Attila 'the scourge of God,*
whose depredations were checked only by a coalition
of Romans, Franks, and Visigoths in the great battle
of the Mauriac Plain, commonly known as the 'Battle
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